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BOOK REVIEWS 

The Centennial History of Illinois, Volume III. The Era of the 
Civil War 1848-1870. By Arthur Charles Cole. The Illi- 
nois Centennial Commission, Springfield, Illinois, 1919. 
Thia volume of this work deals with the period of the most 
dramatic history of the State. After discussing the frontier and 
the rise of railroads, the author directs his attention to the agita- 
tion and compromise of 1850, the origin of the Eepuhlican party, 
the Lincoln-Douglass Debates, the election of 1860, the appeal to 
arms, the war in Illinois, new abolitionists and copperheads, and 
the war in its relation to agriculture and the industrial revolution. 
The book is illustrated with such portraits as those of Abraham 
Lincoln, Stephen A. Douglass, Lyman Trumbull and Richard Yates. 
There are maps showing the foreign-born population in 1860, the 
presidential election in 1848, the vote for treasurer in 1854, the 
vote for congressmen in 1858, the vote on the constitution in 1862, 
the vote for congressmen-at-large in 1860, and the presidential 
election in 1868. The volume closes with an adequate bibliography 
and a useful index. 

As a book on the Civil "War is not uncommon, one does not or- 
dinarily expect many things new from such a volume inasmuch as 
most of them cover familiar ground. In connecting the history 
of Illinois with the national drama of Civil War, however, the au- 
thor has brought forward facts which, although belonging to local 
history, have a national significance and historians will make use of 
them, although they will not agree with him in all of his views. The 
scientific use which he has made of the newspaper material of that 
day is especially commendable. He has, moreover, shown that this 
history was as economic as political. Good farms and roads figured 
as conspicuously as efficient generals and wise statesmen. 

There is some mention of the Negro as a human element. Sym- 
pathy for the race, "whether the southern slave or the northern 
victim of the black laws, was aroused by Uncle Tom's Calm in 
1852." Thereafter came the effort to secure for the blacks equal 
rights before the law but because of opposition to them in southern 
Illinois the black code could not be easily repealed, for race hatred 
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often broke out in southern towns as in the case of Mound City, 
which in 1857 undertook to drive out all Negroes. The author 
mentions also such strivings of the Negroes as the efforts of the 
members of the race in Chicago to defend their rights by protesting 
against the oppression through local indignation meetings and the 
Colored National Convention in Cleveland in 1848. Their Chicago 
Literary Society condemned the Fugitive Slave Law, they organ- 
ized to resist colonizationists and kidnappers, and at the outbreak 
of the war organized a military force to fight for their own freedom. 

The National Encyclopedia of the Colwed Race. Volume I. By 
Clement Richardson, Editor-in-Chief. The National Publish- 
ing Company, Montgomery, Alabama, 1919. 
This is a fair effort at local and national biography with no 
pretense to scientific treatment. Some attention is given also to 
religious and educational institutions. Apparently almost any one 
financially able to aid the enterprise or sufficiently influential to 
have his sketch incorporated into the work appears in this volume. 
One man's achievements seemed to count for about as much as 
those of another and the law of proportion was disregarded. There 
are farmers, business men, ministers, physicians, dentists, lawyers 
and the like, many of whom are well known and others who have 
made no impression upon the world except to complete a course in 
an institution of learning and to use the knowledge thus acquired 
in making a living. The world has never heard of some of them 
and they will, of course, thank the editor for this publicity. 

The aim of this work, according to the editor, is to inform and 
inspire. He complains that the ordinary work of this kind has 
merely had information for its purpose. As the only sure hope the 
black American can entertain for immediate notice comes through 
committing crime, the editor here endeavors to treat the records of 
a large number of Negroes who, because of their color, would never 
have a hearing. The aim of the book too is not only to inform the 
white race but it is to introduce Negroes to one another. To be 
properly inspired they need to be better informed as to what the 
ambitious members of the race are doing in their various fields of 
endeavor. An effort is made to get away from former biographical 
works largely given to eulogy of individuals unduly advertised. 
The aim seems rather to idealize the life of obscure men, who have 
achieved merit in applying themselves to the ordinary duties of 



